Enzi,
SBA
get an
earful

Regs, refaliation
complaints aired
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EYANSTON = One small
husiness owner speaking at a
Small Business Adminisirakion
hearing told & heart-wrench-
ing story of hiz problems with
the Inlerpal Revenuwe Service
and said he might lose kis
hame and businese becauge
1RS employees wire retallat-
Ing againsl hitn.

Another business owoer, a
rancher, complaimed about
road secess lesoes and e o
willingness of federal agencleg
{ike the Burean of Land Man-
agement to work out access
problems in checkerboard
lands with lederai and private
ownership.

A lozal travel agent askerd
lnr federal reliel slmllar to
Congress' airline Industey
halout and a slale conserva-
tion district officlal cantioned
[ederal olflicials aboul covert
aperatigns by agenclas
like the Envlronmental Pro-
tection Agency that could
threaten the state’s livestock
aptiallong.

[l seems thal too mahy (&3
eral regulatlons. Loa lew sym-
pathetic ears in Washingion
and routine tiwaats of reralla-
tlon by Iederal officials are
just some al the obstacles fac
Ing smatl businesses in the re-
ghon, officials were told 2t an
SBA regulatory hearing Mon-
day In Evanston onderiaken
al the request of 5en. Mike
Enzl, R-Wyo.

Enzi, whe chaleed the mexl-
ing with 5Ba Natioral Om-
budsman Michael Barrera,
gaid tleslimany taken at the
hearing will provide (edaral
ageocles with pertinent and
praclical inlormallon about
{iow thelr practices alfect
small buslness.

“I's a special way 1o cul
gome of the red tape™ om small
huslness Issues, he 3ald.

Pleane nee SHA, A0

SBA

Conlioned from Al

Commoents gathered at the
meeting will be used In & -
porl ko Congress Next year
thal wili evaluate the en-
{orcerment activities of federal
regulatory agencies

Enzi noted lederal rezola-
tlons clazsily small businesses
as husincsses with 50 em-
ployees or less, which mgans
all of Wyomlng is classted as
cmall busimess.

Fred Brog. who runs a smalt
dairy fatm near Freedorm in Lin-
coln County, tobd Enzl, "Rty stery
is. Tims goimg 1o be cun eot of b
ness by the RS and | fecl I've
dome things properiy.”

He mid 2 dispute with the RS
pyer 4 1a% B from a decade apo
resalted 1n huge accountingt ard
legal {res for his dairy facm He
it the [R3 relused to answer
numecous correspotkience. and
petallated by aodiling his i
ness m 1906, 1987 and 1298 when
he complained

“| oow owe $34,000 for
thoee three yoars and i'm still
under audit lodny,” Brog said.
“The retaliation is so anl2ir
hecause the IRS5 hasn't kepl
thelr word and 1here's Ro ar-
conntability there. We necd
somwbady 10 make thesa tolks
answersbhe"

Sublette Coundy rancher John
Erramanspe told how a five-yesr
dicagreement with the BLM over
2 road right of way on his.prop-
erly haz Getayed a lenlathie pur-
chasze of some [ederal lhid on
his ranching eperalivil

“We had the purchase all
ready 10 go. bul now they've
delayed It until the road issue
Is resolved,” he 2aid. “Theyte
holding us hostage on Lhis
acreage, bt 1t's nol our 2ull”

Pegpy Roucds, ownoer ol
Wild West Travel Agency i
Evanstan, 24id small businass
trevcl apents across the coun-
try nced ®lmmediate cash in-
fusions 1o s1ablfze their besi-
nescee” In 102 wake of the o=

rorisl attack Sept. 11

S5he noted trave] sgencies
account for 75 percent of all
trawel tickels sold In the U5,

“A lot of travel agents have
ng meaninglul cash reserves
or agsels far boans,” she sald.

uake sure 1hose (SBA dis
aster] logns are Inchastry-based
and nor just reglonrbased and
{hat those kans are based on
abillty 1 répay, ot callateral”
Rounds saikd. “Thase loans can
ger travel agents back on thelr
Teel and can gt Amerlca maryv-
ing again* :

Loran Alired, a ‘Wyoming
Ansoctation of Canservallon
Pistrictz boardmember, ques-
tioned the “enforctBERT tac

‘Federal resources that
are used for EFA
covert operations
should instead be

invested in
conservalion
programs .. the same
goal could be met with
much less animosity
being created.’

LOREN ALLRED, WYMING
ASSOCLATION OF CONSERYATION
DISTAIGTS BOARPSTEMHER

tics™ of #oine federa] pgendes
such as the EPA, especially
conceming mew proposed reg-
ulations for cotcent rabed ank-
mai leedlo! operations.

“I'm increagingly <oncemed
about pressurs Incen the EPA an
Wyoming's Bepartment of Fovi
ronmental Chefily (DEQ for on-
gila inventaries of lamily-owned
peoducers,” he sad,

“We should invesl in lecal
ly-driven, wvoluntary ap-
proaches 1o achieve ouls
eames,” Allred said. “Federal
rpaspurces Lhal are ueed for
EPA covert oporations shonld
Instead be invested in conser-
valion programs - the samc
poal could be met with much
bess anlmosity being created.”

Wyeming Slockgrowers As-
soc@lion execitive vica prog-
ideni Jim Magagna told L
heariog that Wyoming ranch-
ors are feeling tve Impact irom
the federal povernment's de-
cizion lasl y&ar to redo an en-
vironmenlal study of the Jack
Marrow Hills Coordinated Ac-
tivity Flan {(CAT}. The plan
oullines il parameters for ol
and gas development In the
Jack Morrow Hills ares of the
Fed Desert In soothwest
Wyoming.

He noled thera Is now oo
mamageioeiil plan [or grazing in
el in the aven wundll the BLM's
new plan can be compleled,

"That could be five oF 56V
an years from now, wilh ap-
peals, and (In the meantime)
grazing decktons have been
put an hold,”™ Magagna said.
"We're operating under no
plan .- we don’t have an ap-
pealable decklon and we're
al sulfaring coonomic mpacls
as & rofull.”
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